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Sharing His Plan 

 The Davis Family has been called to the mission field by God to assist, encourage, and 

strengthen the body of Christ in Guatemala. Our main o bjective is not to hinder Godõs plan for 

His people, but to fulfill his mission that Christ gave to us and to complete the works that He has 

given us.  

  
11 So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already doing.  

~ 1 Thessalonians 5:11 (New Living Translation)  

  
10 For we are Godõs masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the 

good things he planned for us long ago.  

~ Ephesians 2:10 (New Living Translation)  

  
18 Jesus came and told his disciples, òI have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 

Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have 

given you. And be s ure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.ó  

~ Matthew 28:18 -20 (New Living Translation)  

  

The Davis Family uses The Living Stone Project  as a tool to strengthen the church by building, 

homes, schools, churches, and orphanages, to fulfi ll a physical need. Also, by building homes for 

those who are not believers we are given a great opportunity to share the love of Christ Jesus 

with that family not only by meeting their need for housing, but by sharing the gospel through a 

series of bible studies. 

 

 

  



 

2 
STMG 09-R1 

The Vision 

 

 18 Jesus came and told his disciples, òI have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 

Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations,  baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have 

given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.ó 

Matthew 28: 18 -20 

 

We hope to reach the lost and assist the church all over the world with the Living Stone Project . 

Currently we are developing a portable plant that can be sent to all parts of the world. By 

keeping our focus on the Kingdom of God, we are confident that God will use this project for his 

glory all over the globe. We hope to assist other missions and ch urches by sending them the 

portable plant. The materials required to construct a house are available in most countries and 

in most rural communities in those countries.  
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What We Do ï The Living Stone Project 
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How Sharing His Plan Prepares For You 

God has entrusted this mission in the care and needs of the missionaries who sacrifice 

their time, money, and self to His purposes. Therefore, Sharing His Plan is able to provide 

everything required by a mission team with the exception of airline tickets.  Airline tickets are best 

handled by the mission team leader. However, we are able to suggest travel agencies and 

airlines to help you in the purchase. Specific items may or may not be available in Guatemala or 

may be less expensive in your home country. Please refer to section 18, Planning Your Short Term 

Trip for more information regarding this topic.  

Experience  

Since 2006, this mission has been present in La Antigua, Guatemala. Over the past 

years, Sharing His Plan has experienced the many trials of miss ion work. However, even 

more important than shear experience is the wealth of resources the mission has 

procured and used to facilitate safe and successful mission trips. As the Apostle Paul 

illustrated in the book of First Corinthians, the body is not mad e up of several parts 

working independently, but of several parts working together. The body of Christ is alive 

and working in Guatemala.  

Lodging  

 Sharing His Plan will provide your mission team with safe lodging during your stay 

in Guatemala. We utilize other Christian Missions, such as Youth With A Mission (YWAM) 

and local hotels that offer discounts for groups. Depending of the size of your team, we 

will select the best choice for a successful and safe mission experience.  

Food 

 Guatemala is rich in trad itional foods;  however, other ethnic  foods are available 

as well. Food is a large part of tradition and custom in Guatemala. All meals are 

provided by the mission including sufficient drinking water while in the field. Also, meals or 

individuals meals can be made to suit specific needs such as lactose or glucose 

intolerance.  

Transportation  

All transportation costs, including fuel and maintenance, are  included in the 

mission trip costs. Guatemala has many paved roads, but just as many non paved and 

poorly pav ed roads. Transport to some locations is sometimes very slow depending upon 

the road conditions and local celebrations. Be assured that the mission has had a lot of 

experience in navigating the roads in and around Antigua.  

Language  

The generally spoken lan guage in Guatemala is Spanish; however, there are over 21 

indigenous languages as well. Most of the communities in and around Antigua speak Spanish. If 

your mission team does not have any Spanish speakers, translation services will be provided for 

the team s use. Some common and useful Spanish terms are as follows:  
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ENGLISH PHRASE SPANISH PHRASE PHONETIC SPELLING 

Hi.-- Hola.-- ñOh'-lah.ò 

Bye.-- Adios.-- ñAh-dee'-ohs.ò 

What is your name?-- ¿Cómo se llama? ñCoh'-moh say jyah'-mah?ò 

May name is________.-- Me llamo ______.-- ñMay jyah'-moh _____.ò 

I'm from the United States.-- Soy de Los Estados 

Unidos.-- 

Sohy day lohs Ehs-tah'-dohs 

Uun-ee'-dohs.ò 

How old are you?-- ¿Cuántos años tiene? -- ñQuahn'-tohs ahn-yohs tee-ehn'-

ay?ò 

Nice to meet you. -- Mucho Gusto. -- ñMoo'-choh goo'-stoh.ò 

Sit Down. -- Siéntese. -- ñSee-en'-tay-say.ò 

Stand up. -- Levántese. -- ñLay-vahn'-tay-say.ò 

Wait./Hold on. -- Espéreme. -- ñPear'-ai-may.ò 

Hurry. -- Tenga prisa. -- ñTen'-gah pree'-sah.ò 

Have a good day. -- Qué tenga buen dia. -- ñ Kay ten'-gah booen dee'-ah.ò 

Jesus loves you. -- Jesús te ama. -- ñHey-zues' tay ah'-mah.ò 

Jesus loves me. -- Jesús me ama. -- ñHey-zues' may ah'-mah.ò 
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 How to Prepare 

 

Departure Schedule  

Next to a healthy prayer life, a healthy schedule is key to successful missions 

planning. There are many aspects of the mission trip which are time sensitive. Some 

scheduled events may be mandated by your church or organization, such as training; 

these events should be taken into consideration in your ove rall planning. Other events 

are based on the team and the mission requirements and include the following items:  

¶ Deadline for team signup  

¶ Deadline for meeting individual and team fundraising goals  

¶ Obtaining new passports  

¶ Renewing passports  

¶ Resolving passpor t and/or legal issues  

¶ Deposits due in the mission field  

¶ Airline tickets  

¶ Team meeting schedule  

¶ If packing together as a team, a team packing party  

¶ Presentations to congregation or group  

¶ Personal packing checklist  

¶ Sending information to missionaries already in the field (missionary 

information forms)  

¶ Clearance from doctors for any medical needs  

¶ Team conference call or Skype meeting with Mission Coordinator  

¶ Set a time and location to meet and for boarding as a team on the plane 

(or other form of transport)  

The following areas all relating to the preparation process will more clearly cover 

some of the items mentioned above. A sample departure schedule is included in the 

back of this booklet for your use.  

Time PRIOR to 

Departure  

Task to start or complete  

6 - 9 Months  

 

1. Apply for passport  

2. Check immunization r equirements.  

a.  Receive required immunizations  

b.  Time may be need ed  between multiple shots.  

c.  A record of immunizations may be required for 

obtaining visas  (country exit/entry) .  

3. Consult with your  doctor on recommend ed shots.  

a.  Tetanus (Sharing His Plan, recommended)  

3 - 6 Months   

 

1. Check insurance policies.  

a.  Overseas coverage  

b.  Evacuation services - in case of illness or injury  

c.  Sickness, travel accident (suggested?)  
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2 - 3 Months   

 

1. Research baggage regulations.  

a.  Travel age nt or airline will have nece ssary 

information . 

2. Deposit due to Sharing His Plan 

2 Weeks   

 

Make sure you have . . .  

- Passport 

- Vaccinations  

- Insurance  

1 Week   

 

Pack your luggage.   When packing, do not seal anything.   It is 

likely that boxes will have to  be opened and unpacked at check -

in. 

Departure Day   

 

Have your . . .  

- Passport and airline ticket  

Mission Team Leader  

The election or selection of a team leader is vital to the success of the mission 

team. Weather the team leader acts as an organizer f or the team or simply a point man, 

depends upon the team and its needs. The team leader is necessary for the teamõs 

function, but even more important is the team leaderõs interaction with the field mission 

coordinator. Because it is both impractical and in efficient for the mission coordinator to 

converse with all the team members individually  while the team prepares to depart for 

the mission field , the team leader becomes the spokesperson for the team to the field. 

While in the field, the team leader will b e responsible for (or delegating) care for the 

team observing team behavior, attitude, and health . No one knows the team better 

than the team itself.  

Spiritually, the team leader (or appointed spiritual leader) is no less of a 

component in the field and b efore the team enters the field. Very often, the focus of a 

team can go from the sharing and experiencing God together to completing a physical 

assignment such as l aying block or handing out tract s. The enemy (Satan) will always try 

to move the teams focus  off of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world and themselves in 

order to undermine the success of the mission. Prayer is not only suggested, but required 

for a successful mission. The team leader (or spiritual leader) should ensure that team 

meetings are satu rated with spiritual focus. Also, it is advisable that each team member 

should set aside time (if they are not already) to spend with the Lord and His word in their 

daily lives.  

Time will be set aside for the team (usually in the evening) to spend together  

discussing Gods work and His word. The work occurs not only in the people of 

Guatemala, but in the missionaries who come to labor for the Lord. This time can be 

scheduled according to the teamõs needs, but is a critically important time for the team 

to di gest all that God is doing. Sharing His Plan can administrate this time with the team, 

but usually the team leader (or spiritual leader) can relate what God is doing more 

closely with the team members. Many teams read devotion together during this time, 

discuss the high points and the low points of the day, and then pray together or 

individually . The format for this time shall be determined before the arrival of the team to 

the field.  
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 To help the team leader in his or her task, a simple list of responsibil ities is provided below:  

¶ Determine the number of missionaries on the team  

¶ Determine the focus of the team  

¶ Select a date and duration for the team  

¶ Purchase airline tickets for the team  

¶ Hold regular meeting with the team sufficient to communicate all vital 

information to both the team and to the mission field prior to departure  

¶ Ensure the team has a healthy prayer life as a group and individually  

¶ Help individuals resolve schedule, spiritual, or financial problems directly or 

indirectly  

¶ Relay the needs of the team to the field by regular communication with  the 

mission coordinator  

¶ Ensure all proper paper work is sent to Sharing His Plan, this includes:  

o Team Information Form  

o Missionary Information Forms  

¶ Ensure all team members have passports and they are both VA LID and CURRENT 

¶ Make sure the team knows what to expect by reviewing this mission trip 

information packet  

¶ Determine if insurance is required for the team or individuals while out of country  

¶ Be aware of all team medical conditions, locations of medicines, a nd first aid 

care needs for them  

Team Goals  

Success of spiritual matters cannot always be measured in tangible things such as 

number of people with a tract  in their hand, number of block laid, or number of surgeries 

performed, but in the movement of God in  the lives of men. Be that as it may, the teams 

focus needs direction through goals. Often, the goals are very simple such as sing and 

play to orphans or teach English classes. Sometimes the goals can be more complex;  

nevertheless, the goals should be both  attainable and desirable by both the mission 

team and the missionaries in the field. Bearing this in mind, the goal of Sharing His Plan is 

growth in the people of Guatemala, the teams, and the teamsõ church. 

Passport Issues  

Third in line of devastating mi ssion trip issues are passport problems. The other two 

are spiritual issues and lack of financial support. With passports there are several issues 

that can cause problems such as:  

¶ No passport  

¶ Legal Issues 

o Child support non -payment  

o Felonies, etc.  

¶ Expired Pa ssport 

These issues are very common and all t oo often the cause of delayed or failed mission 

trips. The key is to recognize these problems early. If a team member does not have a 

passport, one can easily be obtained, however, this process may take up to th ree 

months. It is the responsibility of the team leader to recognize any problems with 

passports early in the mission planning process. If a team member has an expired 



 

9 
STMG 09-R1 

passport, the passport can easily be renewed as well, however, this process can also 

tak e up to three months. Unfortunately, t here are some problems that can not be 

resolved in a few months or ever. Some of these issues include child support problems, 

criminal history, and citizenship.  

 Passports should always be worn on person when traveling into the country. The 

passports can be safely left in the mission house while traveling in Guatemala. They are 

never needed during the mission trip except if it is the only photographic form of 

identification the team member has and wants to exchange curre ncies at the bank. 

Parents, guardians, or chaperones should retain the passports of children during travel.  

 In the United States, passports can be obtained by sending two official sized 

photographs, proof of citizenship, application fee, social security n umber and the proper 

paper work to the local passport acceptance facility. For more information on obtaining 

or renewing a passport, visit http://travel.state.gov/passport/passport_1738.html   

Custom s Issues  

There are a few things that every international traveler should be aware as they 

cross from one border to another. Customs,  from both the departing country and arriving 

country , share similar concerns , but not always the same laws. Always f ollow customs 

regulations to avoid any delays in travel. Some restrictions are as follows:  

Food Products  

1. On carrying them as fresh fruits and vegetables can carry plant pests or 

diseases into the United States. Bakery items and certain kinds of cheese c an be 

brought into United States.  

2. The regulations governing Meat and meat products are very strict. Any kind of 

fresh, dried, or canned meats or meat products are not allowed. Even food 

products prepared with meat are not allowed.  

3. It is advisable n ot to bring any fresh fruits / vegetables into the United States . 

There are many restrictions  

Plants 

The plants, cuttings, seeds, unprocessed plant products, and certain endangered 

species that are allowed into the United States require import permits; som e are 

prohibited entirely. Threatened or endangered species that are permitted must 

have export permits from the country of origin.  

Medication  

Narcotics and certain other drugs with a high potential for abuse -Rohypnol, GHB, 

and Fen -Phen, to name a few -may not be brought into the United States, and 

there are severe penalties for trying to bring them in. If you need medicines that 

contain potentially addictive drugs or narcotics (e.g., some cough medicines, 

tranquilizers, sleeping pills, antidepressants, or s timulants), do the following:  

¶ Carry all drugs, medicines, and similar products in their original containers.  

¶ Carry only the quantity that a person with that condition (e.g., chronic pain) 

would normally carry.   

http://travel.state.gov/passport/passport_1738.html
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¶ Carry a prescription or written statement f rom your physician that the 

medicines are being used under a doctor's supervision and that they are 

necessary for your physical well being while traveling.  

Every team member entering Guatemala will be required to fill out two forms.  The 

same is also true for entrance into the United States. Examples of these forms are given at 

the back of this booklet.  

Medical Issues  

There are two medical conditions that need to be addressed prior to leaving for 

the mission field, existing and potential. If any member of t he mission team has any 

existing medical conditions that are being treated by a physician, it is very important that  

the treating physician, the team leader and the mission coordinator are aware of the 

condition. The team member should ensure that they hav e adequate medicine and the 

permission of their physician for the length of the mission trip. All team medical 

information can be communicated to the both the team leader and the mission 

coordinator by completing the Missionary Information Form.  

The stress of travel and change in environment and physical activity can often 

cause illness if not addressed. These problems include but are not limited to:  

¶ Dehydration  ð Higher altitudes and heat can easily dehydrate the body. Drink 

plenty of purified water which always made available.  

¶ Sun Burn 

¶ Car sickness  ð Mountain roads may sometimes cause motion sickness.  

¶ Allergies  ð Pollen and dust may cause problems in allergy sufferers.  

¶ Gastrointestinal Illness ð Commonly brought about by eating contaminated 

foods and drink . 

All of these potential medical conditions can be avoided by following the proper 

safety precautions. Always drink plenty of water, especially when working in the exposed 

sun. Dehydration occurs faster than the team member may be used to because of the 

elevation and emotional energy felt when performing mission work. Also proper 

protection from the sun can only avoid  burns. 

If the team member is susceptible  to motion sickness, please let the mission 

coordinator or driver know in advance of leaving the  airport for the mission house. 

Sometimes a seat next to the window or up front can ease the symptoms of the sickness. 

If the team member regularly requires medicine to counteract the symptoms of motion 

sickness, please have the team member bring them on t he trip.  

Allergy sufferers often feel the impact of the pollen and dust in Guatemala. If the 

team member regularly suffers from allergies, the team member should bring a 

decongestant, antihistamine, or prescribed drug to combat the allergens.  

All food prov ided by Sharing His Plan for the mission team is safe and clean. 

However, food sold in streets  and some restaurants of Guatem ala may  contain some 

harmful bacteria or parasites. Also, water consumed by the mission team shall be purified 

clean water. A lways drink drinking water or òagua puraó. The water from the public 

water system is not potable.  Some ice sold in stores or òTiendasó is also not suitable for 
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consumption. Following these simple guidelines will spare the team many 

inconveniences.  

Transport to Guatemala  

The normal mode of transport to Guatemala is by plane. Many airlines now travel 

to Guatemala City, Guatemala  (airport code GUA) . American Airlines, Spirit Air, Delta, 

and Continental are a few of the several airline s that travel to Guatemala.  If you are 

traveling from a neighboring country such as Mexico, transport by bus may be a viable 

solution as well. The following links may aid in procuring airline tickets:  

¶ American Airlines ð www.aa.com  

¶ Continental Airlines ð www.continental.com  

¶ Delta Airlines ð www.delta.com  

¶ Spirit Airlines ð www.SpiritAir.com   

¶ Taca Airlines ð www. taca.com  

¶ Travelocity - http://www.travelocity.com/  can check several airlines at once 

for you to GUA  

http://www.aa.com/
http://www.continental.com/
http://www.delta.com/
http://www.spiritair.com/
http://www.taca.com/
http://www.travelocity.com/
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How to Pack & What to Pack  

Dress for the Weather  

Be sure to check to get a weather report for La Antigua, Guat emala  so you know if you 

are going to need a heavy jacket or a ra in jacket or a T -shirt. Ask the  missions coordinator  

and check online . Remember: You might have to consider various locations. The 

difference between a valley region and a mountainous area ca n be great enough to 

require heavier clothing.  

Dress for Activities  

If you are doing a construction project, heavy work boots and jeans and T -shirts would 

be in order. If you are there to do street performances, a costume may be in order. If you 

are teach ing and training inside a church, you might need Sunday dress  clothes . Find out 

what kinds of activities you will be doing there. This will help you know what to pack. 

Generally speaking, you are going to need comfortable shoes at some point in your trip. 

Don't dress for fashion; be practical.  

Dress for Modesty  

Women: no belly shirts and low -rider jeans. Also, many trips require a one -piece bathing 

suit. If you have to bring a two -piece, make sure that it is modest and be sure to take a T -

shirt to wear ove r the top as a cover -up. Ask your mission trip coordinator if you have 

questions.  

Food/Water Issues  

This can be one of the scariest concerns of those going on international mission trips to 

places like the jungle or remote areas. You can't simply say no t o food that has been 

placed in front of you because it looks uninviting. You will offend your host(s) and you 

defeat the purpose of being there, which is to show Christ's love. Pray and ask for God's 

grace!  

Be sure to always pack medications like Pepto Bis mal and some form of anti -diarrheal 

medication. I suggest the chewable Pepto Bismal in case you can't locate water. Also, 

you can often get some form of antibiotic before you go on your trip if you visit your 

doctor in advance of your trip. A doctor might suggest amoxicillin  or even ciprofloxacin 

(cipro tabs). Cipro is particularly good for stomach and intestinal bacterial infections.  

If you have issues with blood sugar and require regular eating times, you might consider 

packing extra snacks such as peanut s or cheese and cracker packets, or even energy 

bars. Once again, these should be in original wrapping so that you don't have trouble 

getting through Customs. Don't take fresh fruit or vegetables. Customs won't appreciate 

that. Be sure to check with your m ission trip director to let them know your medical 

situation and ask if this is something you can do.  

You can get quickly dehydrated in the summer, especially in warmer climates without 

realizing it. Signs of dehydration: tiredness, confusion or fuzzy thin king, inability to 

concentrate, urine that is bright yellow gold, and salty lips when you lick them. The key is 

to keep hydrated. Water  is provided on the worksites and is readily available in many 
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òtiendas ó, this is particularly good in areas where the su n will be blazin g and you are 

working outdoors.  

Hygiene Issues  

Don't forget soap, wash cloth, towel, toothbrush and toothpaste, hand sanitizer for times 

when you can't wash hands with water, baby wipes in small packs to take with you and 

to use if for som e reason you can't get a shower, and shampoo/conditioner.  

Perfume and cologne are optional and may not be wise if you are going to be outside 

for long periods of time or are in an insect -rich area. Bugs are drawn to flower smells and 

you are likely going t o get bitten more. This also goes for hair products. Gnats seem to 

love hair spray. Try to avoid these.  There may be a fellow teammate with asthma, too.  

It's a good idea to wear flip -flops in the shower or bathtub when you are in country on a 

mission trip.  It's good protection ag ainst fungal problems . 

Be careful not to bring anything that might be considered a weapon. I think tweezers 

and nail clippers are still OK, but check first.  

Vitamins/Medications/Supplements  

Beyond bringing over -the -counter stomach a ids and antibiotics, it is wise to bring some 

form of ginger with you. You can buy ginger pills or candied ginger at your local health 

food store. You can also buy candied ginger (also called crystallized ginger) in the spice 

section of your grocery story,  but you will buy almost twice as much. Ginger is great for 

nausea brought on by motion sickness or any digestive discomfort. It doesn't take much 

and it works very quickly.  

Keep all medicines, supplements in original bottles as much as possible. Pills in plastic 

bags look suspicious. Buy smaller bottles and take these with you.  

Consider buying a small first aid kit. It could really help you or one of your team members 

in case of a small medical issue.  First Aid kits are provided on construction projects.  

Sunscreen/Bug Spray  

Be sure to wear sunscreen in hotter climates, as you will be more susceptible to burns if 

you don't. You don't want blisters and a peeling back or worse, sun poisoning, because 

you  forgot to pack your sunscreen.  

Consider taking bug spray  with you also. If you are going to mosquito -infested areas, this 

is important .  

Handling Money/Passport  

Because some areas are purse -snatching areas, and because you may choose to carry 

very important documents with you, consider a belly pouch, or, bette r yet, a money belt 

that you can wear underneath your clothes. You can get these at luggage places or 

even places like AAA or Target.  
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Be sure to keep your passport on you at all times  when traveling , not while in country . 

While traveling, d on't just lock i t in your suitcase. It is also wise to make a copy of your 

passport photo page with your passport number and picture in case your passport gets 

stolen or misplaced. While in country, you may carry this copy on your person.  

 

The local currency is the Quetza l, named for the national bird. Exchange rates are 

currently 8 .34 Quetzals  per dollar  (Nov 2009) . You can see the front page of the 

newspaper on the left for the current exchange òTipo de cambioó. 

http://www.pren salibre.com/   

Air passengers pay Q 20 Quetzal s tax , at the time of exit /departure from the country. The 

airport will have their own US Dollar rate, if you do not have Quetzals . It is advised to pay 

in Quetzals  (it costs less that way).  

Packing/Suitcase  

Frequently, suitcases get transported tied to the top of trucks. It is not the time for that 

brand -new beautiful matching luggage! Make your luggage identifiable. Be sure ALL 

luggage, even carryons, have your name and address. I suggest a brightly colored  tie on 

to identify your luggage. Lots of people have the basic blue or black canvas luggage. 

You don't want someone p icking up your bags by mistake. It is advised for large groups 

not to have all 10 -20 bags with the same color ribbon, use multiple colors to break it up.  

Try to pack things tightly. Ironing and then folding items will help them lay flatter so you 

can pack more. Packing a compact rain jacket or windbreaker is recommended over a 

heavier item. If you are in an area where the water is safe and y ou can hand -wash  items, 

you can bring mild soap  or even mild liquid dish soap to wash clothes in.  

  

http://www.prensalibre.com/
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Quick Packing List of Important Items  

¶ Pepto Bismal and Anti -diarrheal meds  

¶ Dramamine for motion sickness  

¶ Vitamins  

¶ Prescription Medications  

¶ Toiletries  

¶ Baby wipes  

¶ Hand sanitizer  

¶ Washcloth  

¶ Appropriate clothes for your activities (construction, church, evangelism, etc.)   

¶ Appropriate footwear (walking sneakers)  

¶ Small/Personal  First Aid kit  

¶ Hat/sunglasses for the sun  

¶ Sunscreen  

¶ Bug spray  

¶ Flip-flops for the shower  

¶ One -piece bathing suit (for women) , if required,  with T-shirt to cover   

¶ Rainproof windbreaker that folds up small  

¶ Passport  

¶ Currency to exchange (ask Mission Coordinator for a suggested amount)  

¶ Waist pouch or money belt for passport, money  

¶ Ca mera and accessories  

 

What not to bring  

 There are a few items which will not be needed in the mission field. Many items, 

although practical, are either useless in the field, or may provoke problems. Below is a list 

of items that we do not suggest team me mbers bring:  

¶ Hair Dryers, flat or curling irons   

¶ Toilet Paper  

¶ Wedding Rings  

¶ Expensive Jewelry  

¶ Towels 

¶ Tents (Unless Instructed)  

¶ Sleeping Bags (Unless instructed)  
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Safety Concerns  

When preparing for mission work in Guatemala, safety for the mission team is a 

high priority and should be taken very seriously. Although Guatemala has a stable 

democratic government, it is still a developing country with many problems. However, 

the crimes committed are no different than many other countries and being street wise 

will make a big difference in having a successful mission trip. Some of the many common 

crimes are as follows:  

¶ Car Theft  

¶ Pick Pocketing  

¶ Credit Card Fraud  

¶ Robbery  

The above crimes are common but can be avoided by using everyday street smarts 

such as not carr ying an excessive amount of cash, locking doors and windows, and 

staying in populated areas.  

Safety begins when you pack. Dress conservatively. Avoid the appearance of affluence. 

Carry the minimum amount of valuables necessary for you trip and plan a plac e or 

places to conceal them. Avoid hand bags, fanny packs and outside pockets which are 

easy targets for thieves. Inside pockets and a sturdy shoulder bag with the strap worn 

across your chest are somewhat safer but nothing is better than a good money belt . One 

of the safest places to carry valuables is in a pouch or money belt under your clothing.  

If you wear glasses, pack an extra pair. Bring them and any medicines you need in your 

carry -on luggage. Always check twice before leaving any airport, restroom or place of 

stay.  

Keep medicines in their original, labeled containers. Bring a copy of your prescriptions 

and the generic names for the drugs. If a medication is unusual or contains narcotics, 

carry a letter from your doctor attesting to your need to take  the drug.  

Bring VISA travelers checks and one or two major credit/debit instead of much cash. 

Leave a copy of the serial numbers with a friend or relative at home. Carry your copy 

with you in a separate place and, as you cash the checks, cross them off yo ur list. 

Put your name, address and telephone numbers inside and outside of each piece of 

luggage. Use covered luggage tags to avoid casual observation of your identity or 

nationality and if possible, lock your luggage. NEVER leave your personal belongings  

unattended especially in the airport, lobbies, markets or restaurants.  

Pack an extra set of passport photos along with a photocopy of your passport 

information page to make replacement of your passport easier in the event it is lost or 

stolen. Make photoc opies of your airline tickets, driversõ license and the credit cards 

emergency phones that you plan to bring with you. Leave one photocopy of this data 

with family or friends at home; pack the other in a place separate from where you carry 

your valuables.  

It is good to register your travel with the countryõs embassy: 

http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/registration/registration_1186.html   

http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/registration/registration_1186.html
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Insurance  

Sharing His Plan does not provide insurance (travel or medical) for the missionaries 

coming to serve in Guatemala. Insurance can become a valuable resource in case of 

emergencies. Although the mission is very well organized and God is with us, Satan can 

cause problems every now  and then. Insurance can provide a solution to both financial 

and monetary  problems when in the field. The mission does not endorse any one 

particular insurance agency;  however, the following companies provide insurance for 

missionaries entering the field in foreign  countries:  

Adams & Associates International  

P. O. Box 5845  

Columbia, SC   29250-5845  

803-758-1400  

800-922-8438  

http://www.aaintl.com/ins_travel.cfm  

Good Neighbor Insurance  

620 S Winthrop St. 

Gilbert, AZ 85296, USA  

Toll free: 866/636 -9100 

Phon e: 480/813 -9100 

Fax: 480/813-9930 

Email: info@gninsurance.com  

http://www.gninsurance.com  

 

Communication  

Direct dial service to the U.S. is available throughout the country . The team leader 

will be given a cellular telephone that is programmed with emergency phone numbers 

upon arrival to Guatemala. The phone can also be used to make and receive 

international calls.  

Sharing His Plan is equip ped with internet access, and an incoming VoIP (Voice 

Over IP) phone for family to call from the U.S. to Guatemala . If the team is out, messages 

can be  left.   This is a local call from the 904 area code ( Duval  County), 1-904-685-1635. 

Calls from other areas will adhere to their calling service plan fees to a 904 number.  

  

http://www.aaintl.com/ins_travel.cfm
mailto:info@gninsurance.com
http://www.gninsurance.com/
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Costs of a Short Term Trip with SHP 

If Sharing His Plan could provide adequate res ources and care for its missionaries without 

asking for payment for costs , the mission would not. However, in order to provide the essentials, a 

per person cost is required and helps target  your support raising needs.  The cost  include s all of 

the missionaryõs necessities except airline tickets and funding for any special projects.  

 

 

Included  in Costs  Not Included  in Costs 

     All meals (Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner)        Snacks 

     Transportation        Personal Items (ie. Toothpaste, combs, etc.)  

     Lodging        Medical Insurance  

     Language Translation        Special Project Expenses  

     Communication        Money for gifts, local goods, etc.  

 

Special projects refer to projects which require more financial support outside of the base 

mission cos ts. These costs refer to the materials required to facilitate the projects such as 

construction material, arts and crafts for childrenõs programs, and hygiene care packages for 

children. These costs need to be added to both the airline ticket costs and the  base mission 

costs to give the mission teamõs total costs. 

 

The current per person cost is $450.00  
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Sample Mission Cost Worksheet  

 

 
The following worksheet demonstrates a method for accurately totaling all the cost of the 

mission trip with Sharing His Plan. You can download this form in both Acrobat PDF format and 

Microsoft Xcel format online at www.sharinghisplan.com.  

 

 

 
Name of 

Congregation  

 Denomination   

Team Size  

 

 Team Leader   

Departure 

Date  

 Phone Number   

Return 

Date  

 Fax Number   

Days in 

Field  

 Church E - mail   

 

 

ITEM DESCRIPTION QTY UNIT COST/UNIT TOTAL 

1 Base Cost per Mission Team Member   /person    

2 Airline Tickets  /person    

3 Insurance   /person    

4 Special Project #1   /project    

5 Special Project #2   /project    

6      

7      

8      

9      

10      

GRAND TOTAL  

   

Total Cost per Person = Grand Total _______________ / Team Size _____________ = ________________ 

Deposit (Due eight weeks prior to arrival) = ½ Item 1 Total _____________  

Balance (Due on arrival) = ½ Item 1 Total ___________ 

Mission Trip  Information  

Cost Tabulation  
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Fundraising Ideas 

Before You Start  

The best way to organize a fundraising activity is to form a checklist. This is a basic outline to  help 

you but you will need tailored ones of your own for each person involved.  

Remember to update and communicate as you go to avoid confusion!  

1. Choose a team of volunteer fundraisers and your team leader  

2. Decide  on your target donors, congregation or general  public  

3. Pick a project  

4. Set a target figure  

5. Set a timeframe and confirm dates  

6. Work out how much money is needed to set up the fundraising activity  

7. Decide on resources needed e.g. display material, PowerPoint presentations etc  

8. Confirm process for money collection & receipting  

9. Check whether there are any legalities involved with fundraising activi ty e.g.  

council zoning  or insurance  

10. Decide whether follow up, thanks is needed and how to inform your 

congregation on  progress made . Keep in mind, you are offering people an 

opportunity to participate in something greater than  themselves. Your own 

enthusiasm  and commitment is contagious to others and no matter how  small the 

event, lasti ng impressions hold great value . 

 

Approaching Businesses  

¶ Approach a restaurant that will cater for a function at a discounted price. Tickets are 

then  sold at a price, which aff ords a tidy profit. Minimum numbers might apply.  

¶ Film nights at your local cinema Local  cinemas might sell discounted tickets, which you  

can then sell to members at the standard rate. Alternatively hold a film night in your hall.  

¶ Go dollar for dollar ask  your employer to match the amount you or your team raises  

 

Cooking  

¶ Brunch or Luncheon, organize  a light meal  and  ask people to make a donation.  

¶ Chocolate, sweets and lamingtons are good moneymakers, especially if your group has  

lots of willing sellers. Maki ng these sweets is great fun, alternatively check telephone  

directories for companies offering these services.  

¶ Conduct barbeques and refreshments stalls at matches. Use a roster of volunteers.  

¶ Cookbook! Poll your coworkers,  PTA, church or family members fo r their world famous 

recipes.  Type these into simple word format and print to sell. This may require a lot of 

typing and  you need to work out how many pages would be effective to print and sell at 

a  reasonable price.  

¶ Hold a theme dinner featuring light ent ertainment such as a choir or singers e.g. Chicken 

Night, Spaghetti night.  

¶ International dinner Have people from various ethnic origins cook traditional foods, and  

then charge admission to an international dinner.  

 

Clothing  

¶ Fashion Show, people pay to atte nd. Organize this with a local retailer or boutique.  

¶ Shoe Shine why  not?  

¶ Theme Day get  everyone to dress up e.g. Mad  hatters  and collect donations. Offer a  

prize for best dressed.  

¶ Ugly tie contest: Have the students come to church  wearing the ugliest tie t hey can find.  

Have them vote on the worst tie with the winner receiving a prize.  

¶ Crazy hat day: Have students pay a fee to wear a crazy hat to church  for the day.  
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Games  

¶ Guessing competition : have  a "guess the lollipops  in the jar" competition. Jellybean 

cou nt:  Fill a jar with jellybeans and have people pay to guess how many there are in the 

jar. 

¶ There could be a host of guessing games you could play.  

¶ Trivia nights: Get  your team to hold a trivia night, a very popular event.  

¶ Games night: Organize an evening o f board games with an admission charge and prizes  

for winners on the night.  

¶ Game show : Recreate  one or more of your favorite game shows and charge 

contestants  a small entrance fee. Sell tickets to the audience.  

¶ Three-on -three  basketball tournament: Organiz e a basketball tournament in your school  

with the winning team receiving a prize. This can also be done with soccer, tennis,  

badminton, or any other sport.  

Miscellaneous  

¶ Donations ask  friends, families, work colleagues to simply make a donation.  

¶ The variou s "-athons " can also be profitable. Members and players gain  sponsorship.  

Consider a walkathon, readathon, swimathon, jumpathon, skipathon,  workathon, or  

skillathon. Because these have been around for a while, your club should try to come up  

with an unusual title to gain the public's attention. Consider a project that will benefit the  

community at the same time as raising funds.  

¶ Walkathon : Choose  a date and a route, make up some pledge forms, and advertise 

with  posters. Have everyone who wants to participate , gather donations or pledges 

using their  pledge forms.  

¶ Sponsored record attempts or other similar quests often attract media exposure. Some  

clubs try to establish some sort of record and along the way collect sponsors. Your group  

may even like to make it an  official Guinness Book of Records attempt and thereby gain  

more publicity.  

¶ Carol singing : During  the Christmas season, go door -to -door  singing carols for  donations. 

It is a good idea to have a card or a flyer with some brief information about  your 

organiz ation to give to sponsors. Children need to be accompanied. Remember to  

respect those who do not celebrate Christmas and who may not want to hear your 

carols.  You may alternatively hold a concert instead of going door to door.  

¶ Hugagram : Advertise  a hug for  a fee e.g. $2. Have people buy a hug for a friend. After a  

member of your group gives the hug to the designated person, give them a small card  

with a message from the person who sent the hug.  

¶ Gift Wrapping Service ð Offer this service for a fee. Depending  on your budget you could  

provide paper and ribbons or ask them for their own supply.  

¶ Forgo Something ð Ask your congregation to forgo a luxury or coffee for the month and  

donate the money towards a project.  

¶ Recycling ð Cans, newspapers.  

 

Out & About  

¶ Fun runs are a possibility. Carefully check legal requirements with local authorities.  

¶ Triathlon : Set a course of running, cycling, and swimming. Have participants get pledges  

to compete to win prizes.  

¶ Consider offering a special afternoon of skill activities i n your sport. Parents and children  

pay a small entry fee and during the day receive coaching and skill testing in the sport.  

¶ Lap challenges ask  people to donate per lap or for a minimum number of laps  

¶ Car Wash the  kids may like to join in. Car wash: With a  group of friends, set up a car  wash 

in the parking lot of your school, church, or public area. Be sure to ask for  permission and 

make sure that people are careful of moving cars.  

¶ Hire out your services for  a few hours e.g. mow lawns, wash windows and hang  out the  

washing.  
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¶ Walk dogs Try  walking dogs every day for a fee for friends or relatives.  

¶ Hold a theme party Decide  on a fun theme. Charge an entrance fee, but be sure to  

explain to people what their cover charge is going towards.  

¶ Day of community service  Gather  together a group of friends, and contact a number of  

organizations for which you would be interested in volunteering. Then have people  

sponsor you to do community service for a specified amount of hours.  

Plants 

¶ Flower show: Invite gardeners from yo ur community to enter their flowers in a competition  

for a prize. Ask volunteer experts to be judges and charge all participants and spectators  

a fee.  

¶ Plant sale: Organize a plant sale with plants donated by local nurseries.  

¶ Organize a planting day at your  school and ask local nurseries to donate seedlings and  

for parents to sponsor a tree dedicated to the project chosen.  

¶ Get your team to grow and sell flowers and plants of their own. Set aside a large area of  

your church to sell these at special events or to the general public.  

Selling  

¶ Sales, bazaars , etc.  Select  a theme such as art and craft, homemade  produce,  garage 

sale, book sale, trash 'n' treasure. Complimentary activities running at the same  time may 

include Face painting.  

¶ Craft sale Make  all the cra fts yourself and sell them.  

¶ Auction - Have  individuals, groups and businesses donate goods and services. Be  

creative in what you can auction off and make certain that the goods and services are  

sold at reasonable prices.  

¶ Garage sale - Rid  yourself of those u nwanted items.  

¶ Book sale - Ask all your friends, relatives, and teachers to donate their old books.  

¶ Advertise your book sale by means of posters and flyers. Set up a table and sell books.  

¶ Sell artwork of children to their parents or for those who want to be  really creative, photos  

of the children.  

¶ Toy sale ð New & Old toys. Ask local retailers to donate any toys.  

¶ Make up gift baskets for sale  

¶ Chocolate or Krispy Kreme Drives are a favorite. There are other suppliers you can  

contact to receive goods upon cons ignment to sell e.g. M&Ms, Peanuts etc.  

Stage  

¶ Talent Contests.  

¶ Art shows with a local retailer or gallery.  

¶ Band and choir concerts: Ask your school band or choir to donate their time by  

performing a benefit concert for your cause. Charge admission for the event.  

¶ Puppet show - Make  puppets with socks, felt and other craft materials. Pick out or write a  

story. Set a date, time, and location. Advertise with flyers and posters. Sell tickets in  

advance and at the door.  

¶ Debate evening Research  a number of debate i ssues and invite various community  

members to debate issues. Charge the audience to come and watch. The issues can be  

fun. For example, have your school principal argue that listening to music during class  

enhances a studentõs ability to learn versus a student who thinks that music should be  

banned from school.  

¶ Dog show - Invite  people to show off their dogs in a show. Make it a competition that  

people pay to enter, and offer a prize for the best groomed dog, most  and  least  

obedient  dog, and so on.  

¶ Guest spe aker Invite  a guest speaker to your home or local hall and sell admission  tickets 

to raise funds for your cause.  

¶ Karaoke Rent  a karaoke machine, sell tickets or charge an admission fee, and sing all  

night.  

¶ Hymn Sing ð Offer refreshments at this event and a  gold coin contribution or fee for entry.  
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Have Fun!  

There is a wealth of ideas to use when fundraising for a project. Each activity can be altered 

and  adjusted to suit focus or opinion.  To turn the event into a success, keep the following tips in 

mind; 

¶ Always choose activities that your team can manage.  

¶ Establish a checklist.  

¶ Ensure the activities are relevant to your target donors.  

¶ A budget is set that is appropriate and an expense sheet  is worked out prior to starting.  

¶ Stick to your budget.  

¶ Let people know in advance so they can plan to attend or support.  

¶ Inform people why they should attend and how they can help. Keep project sheets and  

resources ready for further information about the cause.  

¶ Ensure all safety procedures implemented for each activity.  

¶ An exciting name for your event sp arks interest e.g. Give & Take , Seedlings for Peace etc.  

¶ Be creative and if these ideas donõt suit you, construct your own. 

¶ Keep positive and enthusiastic,  itõs about having fun and enjoying the event! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A mission team counting coins from a fundraising event  
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Arriving & Departing ï Guatemala City Airport  

About the  Airport  

La Aurora International Airport serves  Guatemala City, 

Guatemala  and is l ocated 6km south of Guatemala City's centre. 

It is administered by the Direccion General de Aeronautica Civil 

and is Guatemala's busiest and largest airport, followed by 

Mundo Maya International Airport near Flores, Petén. La Aurora 

Airport is currently  undergoing much needed renovations and 

retrofits to accept more traffic and larger aircraft.  

 

How to Navigate the Airport  

When you leave the aircraft, uniformed personnel will direct you to customs. You w ill line up (in 

the foreigners/extranjeros lanes)  to h ave your passport reviewed  and stamped by Guatemalan 

Customs agents.  They will also take one of the forms you filled out on the plane.  Do not take 

pictures of the customs area. As with the United States, no photographs are allowed to be taken 

in the custom s area. Depending on how many flights arrive to the airport at or around the same 

time as the mission teamsõ, the wait can be anywhere from 5 to 20 minutes at customs.  

 

After you have your passport stamped at customs, you proceed forward and  to the right t o the 

baggage claim area. Generally, the most time upon arrival is claiming the teams õ bags. The 

team should stay together, keep an eye on each otherõs luggage and leave the baggage area 

as a team . Some gentlemen may  want to assist you with your luggage at  the baggage claim. 

You probably, as a team, do not need the assistance of the service, however, if you choose to 

use them, expect to pay a tip of about two US dollars per person or 15 to 20 Quetzals . 

 

After claiming the teams õ luggage, an airp ort employee  will ask for your b aggage claim tickets 

that you get when you get your  boarding pass. Hand them  to him/her , and they will count your 

bags to match the tickets. There will be another airport employee collecting the other form  you 

filled out on the plane. Leave as you can  to your right  or possibly another a irport employee may 

ask you to get in a line. This line you will wait to get your bags randomly checked for items being 

brought into the country  for a possible tax . We suggest  when you pack to  scatter item s in the 

bags , so one bag doesnõt have a lot of one item . Also take off tags and take ite ms out of their 

packaging. Airp ort security does not allow non -passengers in these areas so the Sharing His Plan 

missionaries will meet you outside of the airport exit , in front of you to the right. The missionaries 

will be waiting for you at the curb with the transportation and assistance to load your luggage.  

 

What to Expect Culturally  

These may or may not strike you as a little different about the culture. Airline tr avel, for some, is 

an experience they will never have, so when a member of their family has the opportunity to 

travel by air, it turn s into a family or even village affair. It is not uncommon to see a group of 20 or 

more villagers sending off or waiting fo r someone at the airport.  

 

Many people panhandle at the airport as well. Some may be legitimately poor, other may have 

alternative motives. Whatever the case, use caution and street smarts when dealing with them 

especially is handling money in the open. A lways think safety first in all that you do.  

 
When Leaving  

Remember to save Q20.00 per missionary for taxes to depart the country.  After checking 

baggage at the ticket counter, ask the counter attendant where to pay (this changes and is 

different per airl ine). After you pay, you will receive a stamp placed on your ticket to show you 

have paid the taxes.  

Gate waiting areas  
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After The Mission Trip 

After the trip,  please take some time and answer the mission trip evaluation form below. This 

evaluation not only allows us to det ermine how we can improve our care for the missionaries 

that come to serve with Sharing His Plan, but it provides a way for the missionary to reflect on his 

or her experiences.  

Mission Trip Evaluation Form  

Name   Phone   

Address   E-mail  

City, State, Zip   Skype  

*Trip Dates   *Church/Org.  

*Indicate required fields 

What did you enjoy most about your trip? 
 

What did you enjoy least about your trip? 

Would you consider coming again on a team or as an individual?  Yes     No 

Do you think the information provided for you ahead of time by Sharing His Plan adequately prepared you for the trip?  
Yes     No 

If not, please describe how what was lacking. 

Other comments, suggestions, improvementsé 

If completing this form by hand, please fax, email, or mail to: 

Sharing His Plan  
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Contact Information 

Sharing His Plan  

Our information in Guatemala:  

Levi Davis Jr y familia  

Calle del Cementerio  

Res. La Cúpula  

Sec 4, Man C, Lot 15  

Jocotenango, Sac atepéquez  

Guatemala  03001  

 

We do get mail, just follow the USPS Guidelines: http://pe.usps.gov/text/imm/fh_019.htm  

and we suggest Priority to ensure it getting to us and in a timely manner.  

 

(From USA, dial all digits)  

Leviõs Cell: 011-502-5872-5862 

Jackieõs Cell: 011-502-5872-5860 

 

We also use SKYPE to talk and see us FREE! 

Jackieõs Skype Name: SharingHisPlan  

(Leave us a Voicemail , if we are not able to answer!)  

Leviõs Skype Name: LeviDavisJr   

 

Our information in U.S.A.:  

Levi Davis Jr. and family  

1547 Westwind Drive  

Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250  

 

U.S.A.VOIP#: 904-685-1635 

This calls our computer ! 

 

ONLY when we are in the U.S.:  

Leviõs Cell: 904-307-9433 

Jackieõs Cell: 727-433-7956

http://pe.usps.gov/text/imm/fh_019.htm
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Short Term Mission Trip Interest Form 
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Team Information Form 

  








































